
You are receiving this newsletter because you are 
near the proposed Goose Lake to Etzikom Coulee 
Transmission Project and we want your input. 

This may be the first information you have received regarding this project. 
We began public consultation in April 2012, and met with landowners 
to discuss preliminary routes during the spring and summer. Through 
these valuable discussions, and further analysis of our routes, we have 
developed additional routing for consideration.

We will be contacting landowners along the newly added routes in early 
2013 to gather feedback. We would be happy to continue conversations 
with landowners regarding earlier consultations, if requested. If you 
would like to meet before the end of 2012 to discuss the project, please 
contact us to arrange a time that works for you.

The following information about the proposed project is included in this 
information package.

• project details, including routing information
• information about how you can provide your input 
• anticipated project schedule 
• maps showing the proposed routes, including new routes which 

appear in orange
• strip map(s) showing, in greater detail, proposed routes and your 

property
• AUC brochure: Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications
• AltaLink brochure: A Dialogue on Electric and Magnetic Fields

Definition 

Transmission
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more.

ContACt US
1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)

GLEC@altalink.ca
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Goose Lake to etzikom Coulee transmission Project 

This proposed project includes:

• a new 240 kV (240,000 volts) double circuit transmission line 
approximately 170 to 220 kilometres (105 to 136 miles) in length from the 
existing Goose Lake Substation to the proposed Journault Substation

The Journault Substation, which appears on the project maps and 
includes a preferred and alternate location, will be applied for as part of 
AltaLink’s Etzikom Coulee to Whitla Transmission Project. If the Alberta 
Utilities Commission approves that project, only one substation will be 
built. Until such approval is received, routes for the Goose Lake to Etzikom 
Coulee Transmission Project project must take both proposed substation 
locations into account.

Definition

Alberta Utilities 
Commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and responsible 
delivery of Alberta’s utility services. 
AltaLink submits applications for new 
transmission projects to the AUC and 
the AUC reviews them in a public 
process.

Definition

Circuit
A circuit is a group of wires that 
electricity flows through. The wires 
are strung along power line structures. 
Transmission line structures can be 
described as single or double circuit.  
In a single circuit transmission line, 
three single or bundled wires are 
strung along the transmission 
structures. A double circuit 
transmission line has six single  
or bundled wires strung along  
the structures.

Definition

Substation
Substations are the connection 
points between high-voltage 
transmission lines and the lower 
voltage power lines.
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Definition

Right-of-way
The right-of-way is a strip of land 
required for the construction and 
safe operation of a transmission line. 
A right-of-way refers to the physical 
space a transmission line encompasses 
including areas on either side of the 
line. The majority of the right-of-way 
can still be used by the landowner. 
Buildings cannot be placed on the 
right-of-way, but can be built up to the 
edge of the right-of-way.

A double circuit 240 kV steel lattice transmission structure is shown 
below. A typical structure will have a:

• height of 44 to 60 metres (147 to 197 feet)
• width of 22 to 24 metres (72 to 79 feet) at the widest arm
• base of 10 by 10 metres (32 by 32 feet), up to 14 by 14 

metres (46 by 46 feet)
• distance between structures averaging 365 metres (1,198 feet)
• a right-of-way width of 60 metres (197 feet)

Anticipated project schedule
Notify and consult with stakeholders about routes Fall 2012/Winter 2013

File application with the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) Fall 2013

Start construction Winter 2014

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. 
We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as the project 
progresses.
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Route selection

When identifying route options, AltaLink takes several factors into 
consideration in an effort to find routes with the low overall impact. Some 
of the factors we take into consideration include:

 Important Criteria

Agricultural
• Impact on crop production 
•  Reduced efficiency of field 

operations

Residential
• Proximity to residences  
•  Impact on developable lands and 

constraints on future development

Environmental
•  Alteration of natural areas and 

impacts to environmental features

Cost
•   Construction cost and land  

acquisition costs

Electrical • Reliability and reparability of the line

Visual
•  Visual impact of structures and lines  

as seen from residences and 
recreational areas

Special 
considerations

•  Electrical interference with radio 
transmitting stations and other 
telecommunication equipment etc.

oUR tRAnSMiSSion 
LineS tRAnSPoRt  
tHe PoWeR YoU  
USe eVeRY DAY

AltaLink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to  
85% of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable and 
low-cost power. With a commitment 
to community and environment, 
AltaLink is ensuring the transmission 
system will support Albertans’ 
quality of life for years to come. 
Learn more at www.altalink.ca.
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RoUTING UpdATE

The additional routing segments (shown in orange on the attached maps) 
were based, in part, on feedback obtained through public consultation.  
Some of that feedback included requests to: 
• move routes away from quarter lines in large cultivated and 
 non-cultivated fields to reduce land fragmentation
• follow existing linear features such as roads and existing 
 power lines
• consider route options at the western entry point onto the 
 Blood Reserve
• consider a route east of the Waterton reservoir

AltaLink began environmental field assessments in 2012 and we continue 
to gather environmental information about the project through additional 
field assessments, as well as consultation with landowners, government 
agencies, First Nations and non-governmental organizations.  We will 
continue to contact landowners regarding access permission to conduct 
field assessments. In the event that AltaLink proceeds with a route across 
federal lands, a federal environmental process will apply on federal lands 
in addition to environmental process on provincial and private lands.

Discussions are ongoing with the Blood Tribe regarding the potential 
for a transmission line across the Blood Reserve. We will continue to 
gather and consider input we receive on the additional routes as well 
as information from earlier consultations as we further refine routing 
segments and work towards finding the preferred and alternate routes 
with low overall impact.

DiD YoU knoW?
The average four-person 
family in Alberta today has 20 
‘instant-on’ electronics such 
as laptops, dVd players, music 
device chargers and cell phone 
chargers. This is in addition to 
the other appliances necessary 
to run a home – fridges, stoves, 
microwaves, washers and dryers 
– all of which require a reliable 
supply of electricity.
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Provide your input 
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying low impact routes for this 
project. You can provide your input in any of the following ways.

PArTiCiPATe in A one-on-one ConSULTATion

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on 
or directly adjacent to the proposed transmission line route options to 
gather input through one-on-one consultations.  

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you provide 
and respond to any questions or concerns you may have about the project. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and 
working with the public to gather and respond to stakeholder input and 
concerns. A summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into 
the application we submit to the AUC.

CoNTACT Us dIRECTLy

You can contact us by telephone, email, mail or through our website. Our 
contact information is on the front and back pages of this newsletter. 

next steps 

During the next several months we will be consulting with landowners 
on the routes. We would be happy to continue conversations with 
landowners regarding earlier consultations, if requested. We will continue 
to gather and consider input we receive on the additional routes - as well 
as information from earlier consultations - as we further refine routing 
segments and work towards finding preferred and alternate routes with 
low overall impact. 

Please note that although we will be holding another round of open 
houses in the future, we will not be hosting open houses during this 
round of consultation. We will provide more information about future 
open houses as it becomes available.

After our consultation process is complete, and we have identified 
preferred and alternate routes for the project, we will file a Facilities 
Application with the AUC. The AUC will review our application through a 
process in which stakeholders can participate. 

To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, 
please refer to the brochure included in this package titled Public 
Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications.

Definition

Facilities Application
AltaLink submits Facilities Applications 
to the AUC for review. A Facilities 
Application describes how AltaLink 
proposes to meet the requirement 
for a transmission project. It includes 
routing details, results of the 
participant involvement program 
and technical details. Facilities 
Applications must be approved by the 
AUC before construction can begin.
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Southern Alberta transmission Reinforcement

The Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement (SATR) includes many 
proposed projects in southern Alberta that will provide Albertans with 
access to new wind-generated power. 

Existing transmission lines and substations in the southern part of the 
province do not have the capacity to connect power generated from new 
wind farm projects. To connect this wind generated power to the electric 
grid, new transmission projects are being proposed to move the wind 
power from where it’s generated to you.

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) filed the need for SATR in a 
formal application with the AUC in December 2008. The AUC held a public 
hearing to review the need for these projects in 2009 and approved the 
need later that year. The Goose Lake to Etzikom Coulee Transmission 
Project is part of SATR.

Projects in the area
AltaLink is working on several projects in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch.

project name Description status

Picture Butte to 
Etzikom Coulee 
Transmission Project

Approximately 66 to 80 
kilometres (41 to 49 miles) of 
new 240 kV transmission line 
and expansion of the Picture 
Butte Substation

Consultation 
underway

Etzikom Coulee to 
Whitla Transmission 
Project 

Approximately 87 to 90 
kilometres (54 to 56 miles) of 
new 240 kV transmission line 
and a new substation

Consultation 
underway

New Dayton 
Wind Farm 
Interconnection

Approximately 14 to 18 
kilometres (eight to 11 miles) 
of new 138 kV transmission 
line and upgrades to the 
Stirling Substation

Consultation 
underway

Renewable Energy 
Services Wind Farm 
Interconnection

Approximately three to four 
kilometres (1.5 to 2 miles) of 
new 138 kV transmission line 

Consultation
underway

Definition

Alberta Electric  
system operator
The Alberta Electric system operator 
(AEso) is the independent, not-for-
profit organization responsible for  
the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operation of the Alberta 
electric system.
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inCLUDeD in tHiS 
infoRMAtion 
PACkAGe:
• project maps
• AUC brochure:  

Public Involvement in Needs 
or Facilities Applications

• AltaLink brochure:  
Dialogue on Electric and 
Magnetic Fields

More information
To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALINk 
1-877-269-5903 (toll-free) 
Email: GLEC@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALberTA eLeCTriC SySTem oPerATor (AeSo)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALberTA UTiLiTieS CommiSSion (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number)  
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

www.twitter.com/altalink

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

Let’s talk transmission


